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Share:
Georgia Southern Researchers Use CBPR to Extend Prostate
Cancer Education, Counseling and Screening to Inner-City Men
May 29, 2015
A collaborative study led by Dr. Levi Ross, an assistant professor of community health
behavior and education at the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health Georgia Southern
University describes the use of community-based participatory research (CBPR) to extend
prostate cancer education, counseling and screening to inner-city men. CBPR is becoming
one of the dominant approaches for bringing evidence- and consensus-based cancer
prevention and control methods to medically underserved communities. There are many
examples of how CBPR has been useful for generating culturally specific solutions for
different health issues that affect African-Americans. However, few examples exist in the
literature on how the CBPR approach can be applied to address prostate cancer. This
paper describes a collaborative process for linking inner-city, African-American men to free
prostate cancer education, physician counseling, and screening opportunities (prostate-
specific antigen (PSA) testing and digital rectal examination (DRE)). The site of this
community-based participatory project was the city of Buffalo, located in Erie County, New York. The
collaborative, community-academic process that is described includes the following: (1) planning and conducting
a community needs assessment to contextualize local prostate cancer issues, (2) organizing town and gown
event planning, and (3) manipulating aspects of the built environment to build an infrastructure within the
community to address disparities in screening opportunities. This paper concludes with a description of lessons
learned that can help with the development and implementation of similar activities in other communities.
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Share:
Georgia Southern Assistant Professor Implements a Community
Empowerment Center
May 29, 2015
A collaborative study including Dr. Stacy Smallwood, assistant professor of community
health at the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health, Georgia Southern University,
described the process of implementing a community empowerment center among
residents of a low-resource neighborhood.  The Community Empowerment Center used a
community-engaged approach to build capacity among residents to develop and implement
interventions focused on creating a healthier environment. The Center partnered with
residents living in a public housing community and adjacent low-income neighborhood and
provided support through a mini-grant program. A six-session training program guided
community members in mini grant development; 25 individuals attended at least one
session. Six grant proposals were submitted; three were awarded $12,000 each for
intervention implementation. Findings offer a model for engaging residents from low-
resource settings in intervention development, implementation, and sustainability for
community health promotion.
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